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ASIAN AMERICAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER (AAPI) STUDENTS IN HIGHER
EDUCATION

Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) students make up an incredibly diverse segment of the
U.S. college population, but AAPI students are often left out of conversations about students of color
and are seldom recognized in academic research. When AAPI students are included, they are often
referred to as the “model minority,” a reference point against which other groups of students are
compared. In reality, the AAPI umbrella represents over 50 different ethnic groups that vary greatly in
terms of languages, English proficiency, colonial history, immigration patterns, and socioeconomic and
first-generation college-going status. Given this diversity, it is not surprising that many AAPI ethnic
subgroups are identified as underserved. However, without disaggregated data, it can be difficult to
understand how these nuances can account for differentiated outcomes.

There is great variability in the Asian American population, which continues to grow every year. The
rapidly increasing population has grown 30.6% since the 2010 Census and 10% from 2010 to 2013
alone. According to the 2018 American Community Survey (ACS), of the approximately 22.6 million
Asian Americans, the largest ethnic groups were Chinese (5.2 million), Asian Indian (4.5 million), and
Filipino (4.1 million). Together they comprised approximately 61% of the Asian American population.
Other East Asian groups like Korean and Japanese comprised another 15% of the population. The
newer wave of Asian immigrants and refugees, the Southeast Asians, which include Viethamese,
Hmong, Cambodian, and Laotian groups, comprised another 13% of the population. Native Hawaiian
and Pacific Islander groups made up less than 1% of the U.S. population.

ENROLLMENT/DEGREE ATTAINMENT

= AAPI college enroliment has increased by 36% since the 2000—01 academic year.

» Inthe 2018-2019 academic year, the largest representation of AAPI students is at public
four-year institutions, where they make up 8% of the student population. AAPI students
comprise 6% of students at private non-profit four-year institutions and 5% at four-year
for-profit institutions.

=  AAPI students comprise 6% of students at public two-year institutions, 3% of students at
private non-profit two-year institutions, and 5% at two-year for-profit institutions.

= Infall 2018, Asian students accounted for 9% of graduate student enrollment at private
non-profit institutions, 8% at public institutions, and 5% at private for-profit institutions.

»  During the 2017-2018 academic year, Asian undergraduate students were more likely to
graduate with a degree in a STEM field than any other demographic group.

= Thirteen percent of associate degrees and 35% of bachelor’s degrees conferred to Asian
graduates were in a STEM field, higher than the percentage conferred to White students, Black
students, American Indian/Alaska Native students, students of two or more races, and Hispanic
students.



» According to the 2018 ACS, AAPI ethnic sub-groups have varying rates of degree attainment.
= Twenty-two percent of Burmese, 26% of Laotian, 27% of Cambodian, and 28% of Pacific
Islander adults over the age of 24 have completed an associate degree or higher.
s Sixty-four percent of Japanese, 65% of Korean, and 80% of Asian Indian adults over the
age of 24 have completed an associate degree or higher.
=  Qverall, 62% of AAPI adults over the age of 24 have completed an associate degree or
higher.

SOURCES

The Condition of Education. National Center for Education Statistics, 2020.

“A National Report on the Needs and Experiences of Low-Income Asian American and Pacific Islander
Scholarship Recipients.” Asian and Pacific Islander Scholarship Fund, 2013.

“Profile of Undergraduate students: 2011-2012.” National Center for Education Statistics, October,
2014.

“Census Data & API Identities.” Asian Pacific Institute on Gender-Based Violence, 2015.

“American Community Survey.” United States Census Bureau.

“State of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.” Center for American Progress, 2014.

National Center for Education Statistics: Condition of Education. 2017.

“Why Disaggregate? Big Differences in AAPI Education.” AAPI Data, 2017.

“AAP| Community Infographics and Data.” Asian American Native American Pacific Islander Serving
Institutions, 2016.

AANAPISIs: Ensuring Success for Asian American and Pacific Islander Students. Higher Education
Today, 2017.

Race and Ethnicity in Higher Education: A Status Report. American Council on Education, 2019.

Digest of Education Statistics. National Center for Education Statistics, 2020.

Status and Trends in the Education of Racial and Ethnic Groups 2018. National Center for Education
Statistics, 2018.

Updated April 2021

PNPI


https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2020/2020144.pdf
http://www.apiasf.org/research/APIASF_2013_perspectives.pdf
http://www.apiasf.org/research/APIASF_2013_perspectives.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2015/2015167.pdf
http://www.api-gbv.org/resources/census-data-api-identities.php
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/race/reports/2014/04/23/87520/state-of-asian-americans-and-pacific-islanders-series/
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/
http://aapidata.com/blog/countmein-aapi-education/
http://www.aanapisi.net/aapi_infographic
https://www.higheredtoday.org/2017/10/30/aanapisis-ensuring-success-asian-american-pacific-islander-students/
https://1xfsu31b52d33idlp13twtos-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Race-and-Ethnicity-in-Higher-Education.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/index.asp
https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2019/2019038.pdf

